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GAP ANALYSIS REPORT ON ENFORCEMENT TOOLS IN KARNATAKA STATE
FISHERIES

1. Introduction

The Department of Fisheries, Government of Karnataka, has prioritized the sustainable
management of fisheries through strict enforcement of regulations and robust monitoring of
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. A specialized Task Force team, in
collaboration with the Coastal Police, has been established to ensure effective surveillance and
compliance. This report evaluates the enforcement tools and mechanisms in place and confirms
the absence of enforcement gaps.

2. Enforcement Tools in Place
2.1 Task Force Operations
e A dedicated Task Force team has been constituted for IUU fisheries monitoring.

e The team is supported by the Coastal Police for legal enforcement and on-ground/sea
operational backing.

e Routine landing center—based inspections are carried out to check compliance with
fisheries regulations.

e At-sea inspections are conducted with the support of commercial fishing boats to
identify and intercept violators in real time.

2.2 Penal Actions

¢ Multiple penalties have been imposed on fishing vessels found in violation of IlUU
regulations.

o Enforcement actions have created strong deterrence against illegal operations.
e Uniform enforcement ensures fairness and transparency across all fishing fleets.
2.3 Vessel Tracking Systems
o All fishing vessels have been equipped with transponders for continuous monitoring of
movement and fishing activity.
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e Arobust tracking and reporting system ensures immediate detection of suspicious
activities.

¢ Fishermen have received comprehensive training for the effective use of transponders.
2.4 Stakeholder Engagement and Training

¢ Fishermen have been actively involved through awareness programs on legal
obligations, sustainable fishing, and the role of technology.

e Regular training and communication ensure strong cooperation between authorities
and the fishing community.

3. Gap Analysis Findings

The analysis shows no existing gaps in enforcement mechanisms. All critical areas of
monitoring, inspection, and compliance have been addressed effectively.

¢ Policy and Regulation: Laws against IUU fishing are clearly established and uniformly
enforced.

¢ Monitoring Tools: Real-time vessel tracking via transponders ensures full visibility of
fishing activities.

¢ Enforcement Capacity: The Task Force and Coastal Police coordination provides strong
operational coverage both at sea and at landing centers.

¢ Penalty and Compliance Framework: Strict penalization of violators has strengthened
deterrence.

¢ Capacity Building: Fishermen are trained and cooperative, enhancing compliance rates.

e Sustainability and Transparency: Implementation has been systematic, with continuous
improvements already incorporated.

4. Improvements Effectively Implemented
e Full transponder installation across the fishing fleet.

e Regularized monitoring with a combination of sea patrols and shore inspections.
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o Effective coordination between the Task Force and Coastal Police.
o Successful penalization system ensuring deterrence.

o Complete stakeholder training and awareness, ensuring zero resistance to compliance.

5. Conclusion

The enforcement tools deployed in Karnataka fisheries are comprehensive, effective, and
operational without gaps. The Task Force team, in collaboration with the Coastal Police, has
successfully created a transparent, technologically enabled, and participatory enforcement
regime. Continuous monitoring through transponders, strict penal actions, and capacity
building initiatives have closed all possible enforcement loopholes.

The Karnataka fisheries enforcement framework can be considered a model of best practices in
addressing IUU fishing within the Indian fisheries sector.
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