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» To the public, elasmobranchs are considered in
relation to human injury and mortality

» Whale sharks Rhincodon typus, the largest extant fish
species, and manta rays and as food (in particular shark fin
soup.)

- ..
» Stingrays and great white shark Carcharodon
carcharias), as a tourist attraction
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Carcharhinus obsoletus, Urolophus javanicus,
Carcharhinus hemiodon

Source: Dulvy et al., 2021
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Rhina ancylostoma Bloch & Schneider, 1801 (Shark ray)

Shark like ray with a large and heavy body, ridges of large thorns on head region,

snout broadly rounded and distinct from pectorals,

first dorsal-fin origin slightly anterior to pelvic-fin origin,

caudal fin lunate, upper and lower lobes almost symmetrical,

dorsal colour bluish grey/brown, white ventrally;

numerous white spots dorsally on fins, body and tail; dark bands between eyes and spiracles.

Young ones brightly coloured, Maximum size: 270 cm

Juvenile

Adult



Rhynchobatus australiae Whitley, 1939 (Bottlenose wedgefish) o
»Large sized wedgefish with bottle-shaped snout,

Rhynchobatus
australiae

»first dorsal-fin falcate, ~
»origin slightly posterior to pelvic-fin origin, ‘bd,
»black spot on each pectoral fin in juveniles, becoming faint or absent in large adults,

» a line of 3 white spots usually anterior to black pectoral spot, Y

»2 white spots seen below, caudal fin deeply concave,

»>colour pale grey to yellowish, ~. Q\

» Maximum size: 300 cm TL.

Sub-adult -

e
©Matthew Mc Davitt
Adult



Adult

Rhynchobatus laevis (Bloch & Schneider,
1801) (Smoothnose wedgefish)

» Large sized wedgefish with bottle-shaped snout,

» prominent black spot on each pectoral fin surrounded
by 4-5 white spots,

»spiracle with two skin folds, outer slightly larger than
Inner,

»pre-dorsal spot pattern not reaching to midline between
pectoral marking, greyish dorsally in young, brown in
adults, white ventrally,

> Maximum size: 300 cm TL.



Rhynchobatus laevis

\

Juvenile

©Matthew Mc Davitt



Rhynchobatus djiddensis (Forsskal, 1775) (Whitespotted wedgefish)

» Large sized wedgefish with bottle-shaped snout

»Small thorns on back and around eye

»Prominent black spot on each pectoral fin surrounded by 4-5 white spots
»Pre-dorsal spot pattern reaching to midline between pectoral marking
»Spiracle with two similar sized skin folds

»Olive-green dorsally, with dense pattern of white spots, white ventrally. Dark bands between eyes and spiracles in young
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Source: Fishbase



Pristis pristis (Linnaeus, 1758) (Largetooth sawfish)
Pristis zijsron (Green sawfish)
Pristis clavata (Dwarf sawfish)

Anoxypristis cuspidata (Narrow sawfish)

v'Very large and heavy sized sawfish with rough denticles on body

v'"Rostrum broad, nearly 27% TL, rostral teeth uniformly spaced

v'First dorsal-fin origin well anterior to pelvic-fin origin

v'Caudal fin posterior margin nearly straight to concave, no fleshy lobe on the
outer margin of upper lobe, ventral lobe short

v'Single large median keel on caudal fin base, no short keel below this

v'Dorsal colour yellowish to greyish, fins distinctly yellowish, white ventrally

v' Maximum size: 700cm TL
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Glaucostegus thouin (Anonymous, 1798) (Clubnose guitarfish)

» Large sized guitarfish with a flattened, large wedge-shaped disc; strongly depressed trunk

» Snout elongated with a bulbous tip, projecting well forward

» Denticles on back along their entire length

»Spiracular folds short and widely separated

»Dorsal fins closely located, interspace 2-2.5 times first dorsal fin base length

»Dorsal uniformly yellow or brown without blotches or spots, fin margins pale, snout margins translucent; snout tip

greyish, disc white ventrally

»Maximum size: 300cm TL \



Glaucostegus obtusus (Muller & Henle, 1841) (Widenose guitarfish)

»Small sized guitarfish with a flattened, broad shovel-shaped disc strongly depressed trunk
»Snout short and broadly triangular.

»Denticles enlarged on back and thorns on snout tip and around orbit.

»One small spiracular fold

» Nasal flaps barely penetrating into interdorsal space

»Dorsal fins short, closely located

»Dorsal uniformly grey or grey brown, white ventrally, fin margins pale, snout translucent

N

>»Maximum size: 93cm TL



Urogymnus asperrimus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)

* Large sized, stingray with a sub-circular disc;
* Dorsal surface rough and prickly with short thorns
covering the entire central disc and extend on to the

upper tail ;
* Short tail, tail length equal to disc length, without
finfolds or spines. Base of tail narrow, rounded in
cross-section;
* Disc light grey or whitish dorsally, white ventrally;
tail tip blackish;
* Maximum size: 115 con DW
Distribution: Indo—West Pacific and possibly Eastern
Atlantic; widespread.

PORCUPINE WHIPRAY




Urogymnus polylepis (Bleeker, 1852)

* Large sized, plain-coloured whipray with a subcircular to
broadly oval disc,

* Snout very broad with enlarged narrow apical lobe,

* Skin on upper surface entirely covered with fine granular
denticles,

* Thin whip-like tail without skin folds, and tail not
banded inconspicuous.

* Tail very narrow-based, tapering gently and evenly

toward caudal sting, almost filamentous beyond sting.

Distribution: Indo—West Pacific; India (Bay of Bengal) to
Borneo. Inhabits freshwater and low salinity embayments

near coast.

GIANT FRESHWATER WHIPRAY






Mobula alfredi (Reef Manta Ray)




Mobula birostris (Glant Manta Ray)

MANTATRUST
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Glyphis gangeticus (Ganges shark)

Source: Fish base & Jabado et al., 2018



Carcharhinus hemiodon
(Pondicherry shark)
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Aetomylaeus vespertilio
(Banded Eagle Ray)
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