
The market looks at our use of wild fish in feed



Salmon is the Poster Boy of over-fishing

It doesn’t matter if it is wrong



Three media clips from the last five months



THE BEST 

ANSWER WE HAVE



ASC certification is valuable



Salmon producers are worried

Some of the salmon producer’s requirements

Grieg Seafood Statement

While we are under continuous pressure from stakeholders to move away from fish 

meal and fish oil and into new alternatives like algae oils, and while we are 

increasing our sourcing from such novel ingredients as they become available, 

Grieg Seafood do believe that marine ingredients based on sustainably sourced 

fisheries has a role to play in the aquaculture feed of the future. However, if fishing 

quotas in the North East Atlantic Ocean cease to be based on scientific advice, 

impacted fisheries can no longer be a part of the future solution. 

Grieg Seafood require all marine ingredients based on forage fisheries to be 

certified by MSC, MarineTrust or subject to a Fisheries Improvement Project (FIP). 

We call upon on the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) Coastal 

States to agree quotas in line with scientific advice, and implement a long-term 

science-based management plan. 

It would be a major defeat for the Coastal Governments and involved industries 

if blue whiting should loose its FIP status. 

Cermaq: Code of Conduct Feed Suppliers



Feed companies will walk away

From «NAPA Member sourcing statements»





David Robb
Cargill

Sustainable management of Northeast Atlantic blue whiting 
& the implications for the feed industry: A Call To Action



The Market Response:
NAPA was formed



Market Impacts Required Action

• Commitments to responsible and sustainable sourcing 
were at risk
• No certifications on the fisheries
• Clear evidence of over-fishing

• Key issue:
• Lack of collaboration between nations on quota sharing

• A broad sector was affected:
• Retailers
• Processors
• Feed Companies
• Fishmeal and Oil Producers



Pre-Competitive Collaboration was Initiated 

• What is NAPA?
• North Atlantic Pelagic Advocacy group
• Pre-competitive group 
• Common goal
• Advocacy towards the coastal nations’ regulators 

and their representatives 
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Progress and Missed Opportunities

• NAPA has had an impact:
• Advocacy
• Promotion of ideas for solutions

• Coastal States and NEAFC discussed 
systems for quota sharing

• But, an opportunity in 2023 was spurned for blue whiting
• Large increase in TAC advised by ICES 
• Chance to keep proportions of catch from 2022 and 

catch more fish – for everyone
• But everyone wanted more



Is this the last chance for blue whiting?

• Blue whiting FIP expires in October 2024
• No Progress = No Certification
• Blue whiting cannot be used for ASC feeds
• From a Cargill perspective supporting NAPA and 

our customers, our Sourcing Statement (Sept 2021):

“When the MSC certification for blue whiting was withdrawn in December 2020, we publicly 
recorded that we stopped buying material from blue whiting caught after that date.”

“As long as the FIP demonstrates progress against its goals, we will support the sector by purchasing 
marine ingredients with blue whiting.  However, if the FIP fails, we will continue our stand not to 
source marine ingredients containing uncertified blue whiting.”

• Cargill used no uncertified blue whiting caught in 2021
• We are preparing for the future





What’s next

• If the FIP fails businesses may need to stop purchasing blue 
whiting.

 
• This will impact all parts of the supply chain – so collectively 

we need to pay attention and act.

• We need to work collaboratively to encourage and support 
Coastal States to reach agreement.

• NAPA is focusing on the Norwegian government to highlight 
the wider economic impacts if blue whiting management is not 
secured.

• Wider industry support is needed - please get engaged!



Thank you
www.napafisheries.org
aoife.martin@seafish.co.uk




